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Countermeasures and suggestions on improving the
assessment of interdisciplinary research project
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Abstract Because of its good results in solving huge and complex problem, the model of interdisciplinary
research received more and more scientific attention and welcome. Interdisciplinary research suffers the dis-
advantage in the both of project and award evaluation under the present competitive situation for research
resources given priority to the single subject. Interdisciplinary research shows three aspects of the adverse
factors in the science and technology review, such as knowledge, institution and culture. Based on the anal-
ysis of three factors and combination with investigation of interdisciplinary research projects from the Acad-
emy of Finland and practices of Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft, this paper proposes four pieces of sug-
gestion to improve the situation: the definition of interdisciplinary research project, the application format
of interdisciplinary research project, the selection of peer-reviewed experts, the law in review conference in
order to overcome difficulties and obstacles in interdisciplinary research project.

Key words interdisciplinary research; project assessment; Academy of Finland; Deutsche Forschungsge-
meinschaft



